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PREAMBLE
1. Reasons for choosing the topic

1.1. Diary is a unique genre, plays an important role in social life in
general, literature in particular. On the cultural aspect, human history is the
history of memories, and the diary is one of the important archives. Researching
diary is the contribution of study the history of human culture. In the field of
literature, diaries play an important role not only by self-worth but also by
affecting and influencing to other genres.

1.2. In the development trend of contemporary Vietnamese literature, the
genres tend to blur the boundaries, knit and absorb each other. This movement
trend is suitable to the context of literature innovation in the trend of
globalization that our country has been positive, actively participate deeper and
deeper. With its inherent uniqueness, diaries have emerged in the genres of
prose, especially novels as an important artistic code.

1.3. On the development journey of the diary, the war diary period 1945 -
1975 is a unique phenomenon, has a great cultural stature. In the context of the
epic literature, when personal and private matters are not disclosed, the diary is
the land that preserves and cultivates those voices.

1.4. In the context of the world's fourth industrial revolution, the internet has
become a means for people to communicate across the globe. The forms of
communication like diary, such as: blogs, facebook, twitter, ... are becoming more
and more popular and essential that the study of diary genre development
movement in everyday life as well as the interaction and transformation of this
genre into other genres is considered to be a necessity. On the other hand, type of
log, diary type is an important content of research, teaching and learning in the
higher education system of literature in Vietnam. Study characteristics of the
diary, through which make a deeper recognition of the log type, contributes to
improving the quality of research, teaching and learning this type in the school.

2. Objects and scope of study

The object studied in the dissertation is the diary as a literary genre.

Diary is a very popular and complex genre. Although in Vietnam
medieval literature, there are some works have more or less characteristic of the
diary, however, in modern literature, diaries have a strong development,
shaping the characteristics of this genre. Thus, in the thesis, we mainly focus on
examining modern Vietnamese diary works, and when necessary, will expand
comparisons with medieval works and some Outstanding in the world. On the
other hand, in the main object of the survey, the thesis also focuses only on
literary diary works, from 1945 to 1975. Here it is necessary to add, the
Vietnam war diaries period 1945 - 1975 were mainly published, introduced
after the restoration of peace, especially from the beginning of the 21st century
and has caused extensive reception effects. This is a unique phenomenon and
we will explain in the content of the thesis. Here, we just want to affirm that
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although published after 1975, but with the daily truth-seeking feature as the
core of the genre, these works are still considered to be the war diary of the
1945- 1975 and became the focus object examined of the thesis.

3. Aims of study

By selecting topic: Diary as a literary genre, the thesis directs to the main
purposes as follows:

- Clarifying the situation of studying diary genre in the world and in
Vietnam.

- highlighting the characteristics of the literary diary genre on both the

communicative model and text structure.

- Analysing the characteristics of literrary diary genre based on battlefield
Diary in Vietnam period 1945 — 1975, from which explaining the social effects
of battlefield diary in Vietnam in the recent years.

4. Research methodology

To approach and solve research problems, we use a combination of
methods: Culture semiotics method; system approach, poetics approach,
Historical method; Cross-section approach.

Apart from the main research methods mentioned above, our dissertation
uses synthesis, frequently popular scientific operations: statistical manipulation,
classification; modeling; analysis; comparison;...

5. New contributions of the thesis

1) The thesis is the first work in Vietnam to study the diary in a
systematic and relatively comprehensive manner from the category theory. Our
conclusions contribute to the clarification of the diary genre characteristics, to
create the premise, the theoretical basis for research, critique, creation and
reception this important but long neglected genre.

2) The thesis systematically studies the varied, unified and valuable art
forms of the Vietnam War diary from 1945 to 1975. To indicate the value of
this object is the basis for Literary historians continue to evaluate deeply and
comprehensively the picture of Vietnamese literature over thirty years of war.

3) The research results of the thesis contribute to the research results in
general for studying, learning and teaching the subject of theory and history of
literature, modern Vietnamese literature.

6. Structure of the thesis
Apart from the Introduction, Conclusion, the Content of the thesis consists of 4
chapters:

Chapter 1: Overview of the research work

Chapter 2: Communicative strategy of the diary genre

Chapter 3: Text structure of the diary genre

Chapter 4: Battle diary in Vietnam period 1945 — 1975 looking from

genre characteristics
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CHAPTER 1: OVERVIEW OF THE RESEARCH WORK
1.1. Overview of the study of diary genre
1.1.1. Diary in theoretical thinking and literary criticism in Vietnam

In the literary theoretical thinking in Vietnam, the diary is mainly
considered and discussed as an integral part of the type of log, besides the
notes, reports, essays, ... To research and divide subtypes of the log is also
complex and inconsistent, resulting in the location of the diary in the log type is
very different. In the debate about logs in the North in the 1960s, the authors
have very different opinions on the position of the diary in the type of log.
Beside the view that the diary is a subtype of the log, there is also another view
that the diary is a subclass of one of the subtypes of the log.

In addition to locating the diary in the log, in Vietnam, there is another
definite way along with the distinction between fictional and non-fictional
genres. This is one of the experiments of receiving Western thought in fact of
studying literary theory in Vietnam. Doan Quoc Sy, in “literature and novels”,
distinguished novels (indistinguishable with fiction) with non-novel genres
(indistinguishable with non-fiction) including biography, autobiography,
memoirs, diaries, correspondence, essay.

Besides the effort to position the diary, works of literary theories in Vietnam
have paid attention, trying to come up with a concept, defining diary
characteristics (dictionary of literary terminology).

On the other hand, the comparison of diary with the close genre as well as
diary classification has been initially got the interest of the theorists in our
country. Basically, in the literary theoretical thinking in Vietnam up to now, it
is relatively uniform in the point of view: the diary is very rich, diversified and
can be divided into literary and social diaries (not literature).

In the context of the theory of the diary in Vietnam has been got the
attention of the Researcher, the critique of the diary category in our country
flourished in the period from 1975 back, especially from the beginning of the
XXI century along with the appearance of a number of outstanding diary works
such as: Diary of Nguyen Huy Tuong, War Diary of Chu Cam Phong, Dang
Thuy Tram Diary, Forever 20 Years of Age of Nguyen Van Thac, ... Through
the critiques, the introductions of the newly published diary, we can see that
rising on the top is press review level. The articles focus on some basic trends:

Firstly, the articles introduce the situation that typical diary works were
born and reached the readers

Secondly, the critique introduces, analyzes the aesthetic impact of newly
published diaries, and initially explains the phenomenon of receiving war diary.

Thirdly, from the flourished fact of diary works, especially the war diary,
there are some in-depth articles on some typical authors and works.
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1.1.2. Diary in some research papers abroad

In the East, Wang Chong (27-97 BC) was the first to use the term "diary"
in the Arguments weighed (Lun heng) to replace the name "spring and autumn",
with the internal function to indicate the seasonal event records. In the Han
dynasty, Liu Xiang also gave a definition of the diary. Thus, the diary is a very
early concept in Chinese writing, during its development, its content is
predominantly oriented on administrative records.

In Japan, the diary (nikki) flourished and was studied from the Heian
period. According to Nguyen Nam Tran: "In the noble society of Japan, the role
of nikki (diary) is to record the daily work. Written in kanji, it is used as a
practical document to remember everything (the memorial) and is done by
officials usually male . Nikki by kana national sound also appeared in the early
10th century to record the happenings of competitions, in poetry review (uta-
awase) for example, but the recording is still public. Waiting until to the Tosa
nikki, diary writing in the new Kana language has become considered a literary
form.

In the West, since the eighteenth century, with the development and
affirmation of the role of the individual in the cultural life, the diary is valued
and has a strong development. However, theoretical research on this genre has
not been properly paid attention. In “The Diary: A neglected genre” essay,
William Matthews identified the forgetfulness of the diary as a "sin."
Recognizing the forgotten importance of the diary, Western literary theorists
has launched the study of the characteristic from creation to reception process.

In conceptual terms, the Oxford English Dictionary defines diary as "a
daily record of events or affairs, most notably, it is a daily note about what
affects writers in the most private and personal way. " At the same time, the
diary refers to the term "journal,” which is "a record of events or things
occurring in the day, but kept secret by oneself”.

Another issue that has attracted the attention of Western researchers: How
Is the diary type received? Patricia Spacks & Bruce Redford in his essay "How
to Read a Diary" has studied in deep the issue of receiving this genre, while
identifying "literature feature™ is the survival reason of the literary diary.

Overview of the situation of diary research in domestic and foreign
theoretical thinking, it can be seen that when studying diary genre, there are two
basic trends emerged: First, discuss the characteristic of the diary in the cover
of the log type ; Secondly, the works just stopped at the level that indicated the
surface features of the genre, without regard to the essential characteristics of
the diary creation and reception - the dominant factor that specifies the surface
features of the diary genre. Neither of these trends comes from the underlying
structure, the nucleus of the diary, so it will be difficult to grasp its appearance.
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Domestic and foreign prestigious researchers have confirmed the flexibility,
softness, containing trends to break all rules of the diary. This practice requires
researching, capturing the essential characteristics of the genre in the
multidimensional relations between the creation and reception of the genre. In
addition, diary research, in the flexibility, diversity of the genre, should classify
to determine the "literature feature” distinction of the literary diary. The
characteristics identified in the previous studies have not been addressed and
definitively explained this problem. Although the diary research and criticism in
Vietnam has just started and initially gained attention, but through these
articles, the diary appeared in a special rich, complex appearance, both in
creation and reception, making the inherent theoretical characteristics becomes
narrow. It is noteworthy that the critiques and researches focused mainly on the
war diaries, written during the 30 years of the Resistance War (1945-1975).
This is an issue that needs to be set and interpreted from a theoretical
perspective, on the cultural level, to create a different point of view to identify
and distinguish diary genre characteristics. To inherit the research results of
previous works, we will continue to contribute to clarify these issues.
1.2. On the literary genre and identification of diary genre characteristics
1.2.1. On the literary genre
Each category is a complete body, subject to the regulation of three elements:
theme content, style and structure organization. It is a "three-dimensional
structure™ with dual orientation, linking the aesthetic reality of the speaker, the
author- the creator to the reality beyond the aesthetic of the reader, the receiver.
Creativity and acceptance of literature, as such, always embody the trend of
genre innovation, and tend to maintain it. Thus, viewing the genre as a coding
system that governs the process of creation and reception, or the process of
communicating semiotic literature is the basis for viewing the characteristics of
the diary as a literary genre.
1.2.2. On the identification of diary genre

The original literature diary could be just a daily record. Such everyday
logs are not literary works. Thing that decides the literary nature of a diary is
that it must reflect the inner world, the rich soul of the writer. On the other
hand, the richness in the spiritual world of the individuals is also not the
decisive factor. A diary becomes a literary work when the human nature is
crystallized in the object, through the individual we can illuminate and cover
the problems of the whole community in certain historical periods. Because of
such complexity, our dissertation focuses only on modern diaries, in which we
focus on the distribution, description of literary diary works, explains its
distinctive characteristics with the usual and popular diary works in social life.
In addition, the identification of diary genre characteristics can not be separated
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from closely related genres of the log type. Besides, the diary is limited by the
current nature of the recording, while the memoir is a reflection of a long time,
sometimes a lifetime. This difference makes diary events limited in the
perspective of the contemporary, ongoing. The experience of the diary is
therefore also different from the experience of memoir and autobiography.

Summary: In Chapter 1, we reviewed the situation of diary research in
literary theoretical thinking in the country and in the world. Reliable materials
clearly point to the theory "gaps" of the diary genre, while also confirming the
uncertainty and complexity of genre concepts. Such complexity derives from
the richness and diversity of diary creative fact, but also the consequence of the
fact that the theorists do not really pay attention to the urgency of diary
research. As a result, diary criticism in Vietnam today is primarily based on
emotional comments, stopped at introductory press reviews and initial
perceptions. Besides that, in this chapter, the thesis has initially established the
key foundations of genre theory, in which it is considered that the nature of
interpersonal communication is the fundamental element that defines the
characteristics of each genre. Different types of literature possess distinct
characteristics in the interpersonal communication model, regulating the
process of creation and reception of specific texts.
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Chapter 2

COMMUNICATIVE STRATEGY OF THE DIARY GENRE
2.1. Information strategy of the diary
2.1.1. Principles of communication | - me
Diary is a genre that keeps track of your secret stories, your own and yourself.
This is the first important feature, the nucleus that governs other features of the
diary as a literary genre. The diary does not care about the public at all in terms
of the choice of position of the event to the recording form. It can be very
ordinary, even trivial details or stories, because the writers have no concern
about how others will read and receive what they write. Featured diaries: Anne
Frank Diary; Diary of Héléne Berr; Le Anh Xuan's diary; ... express this.

From the point of view of the writing purpose, it can be seen that, for
works written for their own, the conscious artificial intervention with the work
configuration is not taken seriously. For works written for publishing, the writer
must focus on the processing of artificial gaps. Thus, the structural, the subject,
the interest, etc. are all purposefully calculated.

The diary pages written by the author for himself, writing for himself,
writing his story has been the basis to create the personal and private nature of
the diary. These are the stories that only the writers themselves have, it also
becomes the writer's personal secret so it attracts the attention of others. The
writing in the diary therefore is so different from the writing of other works.
With the other works, writing is a creative activity that requires the elaboration
of words, setting the plot as a top calculation, writing in the real, natural diary,
the writer write down daily real events and feelings. His attendance factor is
mainly reflected in the selection of events, feelings he thinks are meaningful to
him. On the other hand, it is the model of communication | - me with the closed
mechanism in privacy and mystery, which regulates the reception
characteristics of the diary genre.

2.1.2. The "eavesdropping' mechanism and diary reception activity

Aesthetic pleasant of the reader when coming to a diary is created first by the
mechanism of "reading", "poaching" a private, secret story of others. Reading
diary, in this sense, feels like reading a secret letter . The mechanism of reading
a secret letter will give the reader the experience of the position of a person who
traces the unexpected and random, unpredictable secret. Satisfaction of
curiosity is the main reason to attract readers to the diary, in the same with the
truth, without any doubt and disconnect. One of the characteristics of human
beings is always curiosity, desire to discover, especially the more the secret as
attractive. In the current trend of the world, even the form of entertainment also
sees the rise of the reality television. True stories, life stories tend to be more
charismatic and persuasive than well-designed scripts. Therefore, from the
perspective of reading culture, the tendency to explore real life stories has also
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become a pressing need. That led to the creation of autobiographical works,
memoirs, reports, etc. But perhaps the diary is still the most satisfying type of
exploration of privacy, the truth of the day. they. Reception aesthetic pleasant is
also created through the mechanism of reorganization, reinterpretation based on
the flexibility and gaps in the diary structure. Facing a novel, the reader can not
read and skip, but it is quite possible for a diary.

Incorporating dates into the diary not only plays a role in confirming the
accuracy of recorded events, but also creates a special mechanism in the
reception process. In time-bound instructions, readers themselves receive the
diary in chronological order. In places where there is a large interruption between
days in a month is an open proposition, which encourages the reader to imagine,
to speculate and to connect, to search for order of thought. Theoretically, this
ability is infinite and not binding in the diary genre. On the other hand, the
recording of the date in each diary page exists as a "rhythm counter", in order to
adjust the reading pace according to the usual routine. There are days when the
author writes in detail about one or more problems, but there are also days with
only a few sentences, which express an emotional state, a broken, vague, elusive
thought These changes always warn the reader to change the reading positon.
This is an important reception feature of the diary that modern, postmodern
fiction writers are particularly sensitive and experiential in creation.

A very special reception aesthetic mechanism, which is interesting to the
diary reader, is the ability to trace deeply moral and psychological insights. The
individuality of the diary and its structural features allow the readers to
disconnect from themselves in order to participate directly and radically into
another life, to share imaginative views. The readers who come to the diary is
the process of identifying his vision with the view of the author, in order to
share with the author the feelings and thoughts of each event, mood, or even the
interest to the events surrounding the life of the writer. At the end of the reading
process, in such a trend of homogenization, diary readers have the intimate,
close emotion to the share of the diary author.

Reading diaries is associated with the mechanism of reading nonfiction
literary works. This is a presumption in reception of diary works. The diary is
written in the forward line of the date and time, so the writer only knows the
current time, can not predict the future, while the reception activity takes place in
the opposite direction, the reverse of time, when the reader knows the fate of the
author's life. Therefore, the reading process parallels both the homogeneity of
experience, thinking, or separation and matching. This mechanism is different
from the reading of fictional literary works. In the framework of the fictitious
work, all signs of reality are used as the material to organize the art world in a
uniform way, preventing any broken reference to reality in the reception process.
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Basically, it can be seen that the diary can help the readers to maximize
their imagination, penetration and incarnation ability to create an individual
personality for the voice that is talking to them. Regardless of whether the
writer is expressing his mood, thinking inwardly, or just limited in the outside
details, the diaries also lead to great ambiguous material that requires
interpretation from the readers. The lack of a coherent and clear storyline that
draws the reader's attention, lacking a tight structure in order to stop only at
clinging to the continuity of time or repetitive descriptions, making the diary
does not provide systematic instructions for meaning finding. However, the
illusion of an intimate relationship that such diaries give makes the reader
believe in the ability to "understand" the thoughts of others based on language.
This is the inevitable consequence of a communication relationship that has
already tended to be closed in the I-me model of diary writing. Such reception
mechanisms characterize the communication pattern of the diary genre.

2.1.3. The message in the diary is like a secret letter

Personal experience with the seeing and hearing things is one of the most
basic features of the diary. This feature is not entirely different from fictional
literary genres, but also from other genres of the log genre.

Personality and privacy are factors that determine the value of the diary.
Their writing, from day to day, is free from any pressure of a deliberate attempt
in self-portrait or requires consistency, and in that way, makes a thoroughly
comprehension all oppositional contradictions, uncertainties, and repetitions -
which are the essential elements of a real life. In such not-so-calculated notes,
the author's personal ego appears to be really present in a true self-portrait,
reflecting many different aspects of the character of the writer, changes in
thoughts, feelings, and opinions, as well as the repetitions and changes in daily
life. The essential qualities of a good diary is that it needs to be reliable and
sincere. Although the writer is essentially a self-respecter, he would not be a
better writer if he is too self-aware about it.

2.2. Diary encrypts privacy

Code is a common concept used in the fields of information, linguistics,
semiotics, and so on. It is defined as the relationship between symbols and
information. The relationship is conventional, subject to the regulation of the
specific social or cultural space where the code can operate and store
information. In the field of language, F. de Sausure was the first to use the
concept of code. This concept is then got the attention, applied, and developed
in the study of literature by the semiologists.

2.2.1. Diary is the experiences of the writer

As we have mentioned, there are many reasons to write a diary, but in

general, the diary is a secret world, where the writer is constantly pondering,
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thinking, and aware of his own life. . That consciousness can come from inner
feelings, and is the reflection of the surrounding world view or the combination
of these levels. For diary writers who tend to analyze their inner world, self-
awareness is relatively clear. Typical examples are: Diary of Nancy; Dang Thuy
Tram's diary, Duong Thi Xuan Quy's battle diary, Chu Cam Phong's war diary,
Le Anh Xuan's diary, Vu Xuan's diary has clarified that.

It is worth mentioning that individual experiences in the diary are not
always explicitly and explicitly revealed, but are sometimes coded into the system
of conventions. Although the diary type is written for himself, directed to himself,
but the writers still have many secrets when they are not straight out that the
option to encode into the system sign. It's easy to get caught up in the conventional
system log. The convention system can be the abbreviation of a proper name, an
organization, or the use of generic pronouns to fuse an object like it, they, they ...
The conventional system ensures maximum Private to journalists
2.2.2. Structure of individual human image in the diary

With the core characteristics of writing for oneself, the author's image in
the diary has different characteristics than the one in fictional literature. Their
writing, from day to day, is free from any pressure of a deliberate attempt in
self-portrait or requires consistency, and in that way, makes a thoroughly
comprehension all oppositional contradictions, uncertainties, and repetitions -
which are the essential elements of a real life. In such not-so-calculated notes,
the author's personal ego appears to be really present in a true self-portrait,
reflecting many different aspects of the character of the writer, changes in
thoughts, feelings, and opinions, as well as the repetitions and changes in daily
life. The essential qualities of a good diary is that it needs to be reliable and
sincere. Although the writer is essentially a self-respecter, he would not be a
better writer if he is too self-aware about it.

These are the spontaneous, unadvised thoughts and impressions but are
capable of lively expressing a personality behind these - and this effect
sometimes can be reached just by one short and incomplete sentence. The effort
to intentionally deepen the mind, on the contrary, rarely reveals what is the
most natural or human.

The author's image in the diary is also shown in each page. It may be an
ego image with full of concern and thinking (Nguyen Huy Tuong), it can be an
ego that always reviews all issues (Nguyen Van Thac), it can also be an image
of the sincere, tormenting author (Duong Thi Xuan Quy), it can also be an full
of ideal ego image (Chu Cam Phong), it can also be a full of vitality ego image
(Trinh Van) a man full of responsibility to work to his teammates (Dang Thuy
Tram), a forward-looking man (Hoang Luan), a profound man (Luu Quang Vu),
an emotional rich man (Vu Tu Nam) ... Each ego image of the author has a
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separate nuance, but all have the same characteristics of the author image of the
diary genre : the egos directly witness, experience, the egos do not show in
appearance, outside but is highlighted in the inner and the soul world, the deep
egos which can not be obtained by any kind.

The ego- the author is the direct witness, experience and recording, so the
authentic, genuine feature of the event is guaranteed. Authors in the diary
therefore can not be identified with the author in real life. Many diary authors
have said that the diary is like a private world, where they live the most reality
with what they see, what they think. But the transition from visual thinking to
conceptual thinking - the inevitable path of autobiography, the characteristics of
the image of the author has a spiritual nature and sometimes different from the
author's own imagination. However, it can not be negated, the genre
characteristics specify the particular characteristics in the relationship between
the author image and the coherent author of the diary. The mechanism of reading
diary that is always attached to the need to understand biography, the author's
privacy is due to this regulated nature. The fascination of such a diary, is made
by the boldness of recording everything about themselves as well as about others.

The knowledge framework and discourse in the center of the era affect
the diary at the voluntary accepted level of the writer. The living ideal, the
aesthetic ideal becomes an intermediate stage that conveying the influence of
modern discourse through writers to each diary page.

Although subject to the regulation of the discourse screening rules, but
with the private, secret feature, the diary saves the individuality, uniqueness,
creating non-repeated, non-typical individual images. Day by day, the events
mentioned in the diary are concretized and deeply individualized. Personality
not only appears in diaries that tend to express the individual mood of the
author, but also in the fact-oriented diaries. It is the author's interest in what
events, putting what things in his field of vision, reveals his personal opinions
and personalities in a complete natural way, no less than when he reveals his
inner thinking. The connection between events and feelings in the diary is
completely absent from the author's initiative. Writers can only control and
master events, emotions when face with writing every day that can not be
completely active in the future.

Summary: In Chapter 2, we analyzed and demonstrated that the I-me model is
a striking, core feature that forms the fundamental discourse strategy of the
diary, regulates individual and private feature of the genre. Personality, privacy,
reveals on almost aspects, defines the basic characteristics of writing and
receiving the genre. If the writing purpose of fictitious literary genres and other
types of log genres is to communicate with others, the diary is to write yourself,
to communicate with yourself in a secret and private world, to remember and
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reveal feelings yourself. Such privacy and personality also determine the
particular aesthetic mechanism in receiving the diary. Reading the diary is the
mechanism of reading a secret letter, exploring the secret privacy of others, and
also is the mechanism of identification, sympathy, and intimacy between the
receiver and the narrator. It is this characteristic that has brought itself to be
attractive to the diary even though it is not always well elaborated. With this
particular communication model, the diaries are governed by the discourse in
the central of the era, which is completely different from other literary genres,
allowing the individual and real world of the writer can be preserved, makes the
non-typical individual human image more dominant than that of the typical
human. That is the reason why the diary always attracts the attention of readers.

Chapter 3
TEXT STRUCTURE OF THE DIARY GENRE

3.1. Coordinate of the diary writing and text structural problems of the
diary genre

A diary is a genre in which the writers record what they see and hear everyday.
This is a distinct feature of diary in comparison with other non-fiction types
belong to the log genre, such as memoirs and autobiographies, which we
mentioned in the previous sections of the thesis. The diary writer necessarily
lives as a witness of the times, the person who directly experiences and records
what he experiences.

One of the most important factor to ensure the authenticity and reality of
the diary is the establishment of an coordinate limited combination between the
recording and the things to be recorded. The diary emphasizes what the writer
considers important in individual days, not what is important for his whole life,
nor for a period of history. This also differentiates diary from memoirs that the
researchers have basically agreed upon. Memos have time coordinates long
enough for the subject to create, filter, critique, screen, evaluate, ... while the
diary is always a record of daily events. If there are past conclusions, which
express the future aspirations, then firstly it is always suggested as an event
with coordinates in the present tense, in the near time of the day the diary
recorded.

3.2. The chronicle and fragment features of the diary genre

Diary is recorded by day and specifies the date. This type of genre

convention itself has created a chronicle in the diary structure. If you ignore this
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date time element, the diary is no longer be itself. The diary did not mean to
draw an author’s self-portrait. The thinking imprint is the most outstanding
feature of the diary. The irreversible arrangement of these thoughts (including
direct thoughts and interested events) over time allows the reader to have more
space to restore the artistic world of the diary.

When reaching a diary, on the surface there is always a visible layer of
information, events, characters, specific and unique time and space, which can
be seen as a vocabulary layer of the truth. This event information layer is
encoded into individual nouns, numbers, dates, etc., that appears with a high
density into the diary. Underneath this event information layer, we can easily
see a principle that organizes all of these elements according to the logic of the
real, which can be considered as the grammatical layer of truth. In the diary,
there is always the appearance of a narrator called me as a witness, a recorder, a
person who join in discussion, or can be said that to be a subject who speaks the
truth. These elements make the diary always have a meaning layer specified
things, a message about the real thing. It can be said that the structure of the
event in diary works is usually complied with the linear order of the time,
highlighting the logic of the real, and thus creating the reliability for the story to
be told. Events in the diary are usually specified by specific locations, dates,
figures. Because diary is a kind of truth record, so event information is an
integral part. It is precisely because of the chronicle that the diary is considered
one of the literary genres that closely monitor the reality of life in a quick,
timely and accurate way. It records in a timely manner what is hot happened in
the day so the value of truth is more reliable than the memoir recording of the
memory in memoirs.

3.3. The intertext linking feature of the diary

The fragment, incomplete feature of the diary manifests itself in many different
ways. Diary does not care about the uniformity of the topic, subject but depends
entirely on the interest of the writer in each day. As we mentioned above that
the diary author is totally free to jump on topics, creating countless pieces of
events, thoughts and emotions that the writer interested in. The event in the
diary has not been paid attention to consciously selection in the overall structure
of the work but free moves along to the author's life-line.

Diary are not meant to tell the story, but rather the attention and personal
response to events, so that the consistency of the event is destroyed by the
author's inner membrane filter. Diary mainly consists of two tendencies: 1) tend
to internal emotional analysis and interpretation; 2 / tend to recording what
happens in life. In both of these tendencies, the writer has only reached the
purpose of being honest with himself in the present tense. Just when the diary is
edited with the intention of ensuring a consistent mindset, consistent attitude, it
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will make the work lose its attractiveness. Because the uniqueness and
consistency of the event is alien to the diary. And the faults, the contradictions
are not only the most interesting things in the diary, but also show the basic
human nature, clearly showing the real aspects of individual person.

The inter-document linking in the diary is closely linked to the individual
and private feature of the genre, primarily expressed in terms of description.
Description is the important aspect of narrative and is a very complex matter.
With the description from the first person and the point of view of the insiders,
the story of the narrator in the diary became sincere, lively in turn appeared true
but no less attractive. With this description way, sometimes many outside
episodes, external event may be sequential, but through the narrator's telling it
Is not boring, on the contrary, it has a tight rope, the rope is the view, the line of
thought of the narrator. However, there are also cases where the name is not
from the first person, but the second, but these are only individual cases. With
the narrator called me, identifying with the level of the presence of the author
image, emphasizes the reliability of the story. Situations, events, emotions, ...
were recorded by narrative subject ensure authenticity because it is the model
that insiders directly experience. Precisely because of the face-to-face short-
lived experience of the narrator that has created the maximum openness for
inter-document linking feature in the diary.

3.5. The non-standard feature in the diary structure

Unlike ordinary records, which only concern a few specific objects, diaries
often record individual attitudes, feelings, and thoughts in a single day or
moment without taking into account what has just happened before, and
obviously not anticipated what will happen later.

Thus, the characteristics of the diary are different from those of other
genres such as biography or autobiography, which lack a common pattern or a
certain type of presentation. It is because of the diaries of life that are messy,
disorder in a natural way and what is ordered with obvious artistic intention in
biography or autobiography is destroyed. The diary emphasizes only what
seems important to the writer on each single day, not what is important to his
whole life, nor to one Historical period. The diary also does not care about the
standard balance of formality, even in the most basic formality, such as the
length of a part of the diary, all depending on the excitement on a given day of
the writer. This is an indeterminate genre and is constantly and continuously
changing. The diary authors are comfortable jumping from topic to topic while
writing, so talk about what they think they need to say, and then move on to
another topic that is not any connection with what was said before as well as
what will be mentioned next without any problem. This is the basis of the non-
standard feature in the structure of the diary.
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The diary does not care about the standard balance of form. In fact, there
are many different ways of recording the diary. Most authors choose short
recording, only write what has the meaning, or tend to be briefly recorded as
archival, memorandum material. However, there are also people who are
interested in analyzing thoroughly their own emotions and mental states. There
are also people who are impressed by the things, the events or the people they
meet, and then go deeply into describing them. However, in diaries tend to go
into deeply describing the inner life of the author himself, it can get a boring
feeling and will certainly tend to diminish along with the movement of the
recording because that always implies the repetition. Besides that, extending the
recording over a long period of time makes the balance always affected by the
context of the recording, the mood and the interest of the author. It can be said
that the diary always has a loose structure and has an inner potential to break
the standard form as well as the association of the compositions. The diary is
just as attractive as it is closest to daily speech.

Summary: In Chapter 3, we have demonstrated that diary is a genre of
the everyday thing, with a special correlation between the recording and the
things recorded, just like the level of the reference event and the communication
event. All the little things of daily life are meticulously and authentic recorded
by the author. The daily things have entered into the diary in the most authentic
way. This is the basis to create the sincerity and conviction of this genre. It is
the daily factor that will influence both the structural form and the linguistic
choice of the literary diaries. The diary records the truth not only because of the
private nature that eliminates basically the pressure of the discourse in the
central of the era, but also because of the time coordinates of the recording
itself. Diary records events, emotions have just taken place in a short time so
ensures basically the accuracy of the object recorded. On the other hand,
because of the limit coordinates of such a record, the authenticity is also
affected when the writer can not have a setback time to verify and beading. The
structure and narrative in the diary are also unified in the field of limited
individual vision. That is why, the diary has a very liberal, flexible structure;
narrated from the first person of the writer as a participant, an experimenter; has
chronicle, fragmented, inter-document linking and non-standard feature. All
that everyday things will require / permit a free, improvisational writing style;
soft and flexible structure, a non-plot structure.
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Chapter 4
BATTLE LOGS IN VIETNAM PERIOD 1945-1975
LOOKING FROM GENRE CHARACTERISTICS
4.1. Battlefield diary looking from the contemporary cultural space
4.1.1. Historical and cultural background of the renewal period and the
return of the documentary literary flow

In 1986, the Sixth Party Congress launched a comprehensive reform road
of the country with a series of revolutionary strategies. The attitude and the
bravery for looking directly to the truth, telling the right truth, dare to face the
past in a serious, objective, scientific sense to draw historical lessons are the
Important cornerstone of renewal term. The multi-component commodity
economy operated has strongly influence, gradually shapes and increasingly
open the popular feature of the literature. The inevitable consequence of this
movement is the division of the literary conception and the aesthetic tastes of
the reader from single to diverse. Moving from the "cultural structure" of
wartime to peacetime, when the victory echoes gradually give ways to the
worries of material life, as well as the awakening of individual consciousness in
the human spirit. To innovate, the market economy has gradually broken down
the constraints on the individual ego on the cultural level. From here, beside the
I, the ego requires appropriate and more and more complete attention.

In the context of innovation and international integration, when the
immediate problems of the living life are gradually established, the need for
historical truth perception becomes imperative for the presence and
development of the individual ego following the law of the peacetime. From the
beginning of the twentieth century, the individual ego has been emphasized,
taken breakthrough developments, becoming the nucleus of the renewal of that
period. Passing the war of national defense, after 1975, especially after 1986,
the need to reveal the individual person has the condition to rise strongly. It
really is a relief after a long period of repression.

It can be said that the war is over but it forever is the debt of the
Vietnamese who has been and will be born. The resistance against the French
and American invaders became an important aspect level of Vietnamese culture
in postwar. The continued awareness of the war that was over is inevitable on
the path to the future of the whole nation. With the cover of ideological
discourse in the context of war, many corners and along with many historical
lessons have been ignored. Thus, the need to reperceive the war on both breadth
and depth has become a pressing issue for post-war literary life. Researchers
have analyzed and pointed to a tendency to perceive as a prominent trend in
advocacy for Vietnamese literary innovation since 1975, linked to traumatic
literature. Of course, when the need to recapture the past has become a pressing
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need, it is also the moment of the coronation of the documentary literature.
Hidden secrets now have the chance to be announced. Easy to understand why
the posthumous manuscript, autobiography, memoir, diary became the
boundary of fighting between innovation and conservative in the ideology
appearance of Vietnamese literature since 1975.

4.1.2. The need for the truth and the documentary value of the battlefield
diary

In the early twentieth century, along with the process of modernizing the
literature, step by step out of medieval literature category, the Vietnamese
literature witnessed the emergence and strong development of the documentary
literature. In the flourishing of the log literature, the diary has appeared and is a
proof confirmed the influence of Western culture and literature, an “identity
card" for the poise presence of the individual human beings with a completely
new quality compared to the medieval literature category. At this time, in
addition to diary, travel log genre (in the form of diary) appeared in the press is
also a unique phenomenon in literary life.

After 1975, the peace has been re-established, the homeland united. The
country entered the period of buckling against the war remnants. The decay of
the "political population™ consciousness and the emergence of individual human
beings are important characteristics of the cultural context of this period,
especially from the renovation period (after 1986).

The dominance of the discourse of the era basically filtered the personal,
private view of the heroic but also full of loss and sacrifice battle. Not only does
it depict the war on a wide scale, but also the war diary from 1945 to 1975 has
saved the depth of the soul of the insiders. Through the pages of the war diary,
readers today experience the true insights of the insiders, who daily face the
bullets and death. They lived and thought, the most real moods and thoughts,
for the country, for themselves, for their comrades and the relatives in the rear.
The war of national defense, therefore is received a lot more fully and deeply.
4.2. The battle appearance in the battlefield diary
4.2.1. The magnanimous battle of the immortality patriotism

Reading the war diary of the period 1945-1975, emerged first is the epic
about the national defense of the nation. However, the appearance of that war is
not the complete picture as in the fictional literary works that have the epic
sound of this period in deep. It is made by countless scattered and sporadic but
colorful and authentic pieces of the diary. From the personal perspectives and
experiences, the magnanimous battle of the nation does not appear to be tense,
constrained but natural, true and emotional, enough to shake not only the people
in our country but also those who have been on the other side of the front line.
In this respect, the diary has its own remarkable contribution, making an
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important contribution to affirming the epic of the era which was written by
brave and dauntless individuals.

4.2.2. The battle of sacrifices, loss and sufferings

As a complement to the central discourse of the wartime, the war diary is where
the pieces are kept, allowing the reader to fully visualize the fierce, the loss and
the pain of the war. Since 1975, fictitious prose writers, especially novelists,
have experimented with the subject matter of personal life, in order to better
understand the reality of the war. This may include such efforts in Not a joke
(Khuat Quang Thuy), Colonel do not know joke (Le Luu), Circle of
bureaucracy, Chu Lai (Chu Lai), Swallow fly (Nguyen Tri Huong), Ben Nho
(Duong Duong), The sad war (Bao Ninh), One day and one life (Le Van Thao),
Lac forest (Trung Trung) In those writings, with a certain degree of retrograde
time enough to contemplate, evaluate, the view of war is no longer as simple as
before, the past interpretation is not so rigid that houses The story of the
battlefield and the soul of the soldier. In the effort to re-realize that true past, it
is clear that the appearance of a war diary is a very important addition. In the
diary of Nguyen Van Thac, Dang Thuy Tram, Chu Cam Phong, Duong Thi
Xuan Quy, Hoang Thuong Lan, Le Anh Xuan, Vu Xuan, ... witnessed the
hardships, fierce battle, Recognizing the sacrifices and hardships of the
generations of his father, and at the same time see how much the price of peace
IS SO great.

One of the permanent issues, back and forth in the diaries of war is the
obsession and anxiety with the death. Death appeared in every shape, attached
to every minute of the soldier, back and forth in the pages of the diary. Fictional
prose works have made great strides in portraying the loss and sorrow of the
war. In those works, there may be more episodes, more tragic scenes, but the
individualistic view of the diary makes the special aesthetic effect particularly
emphasized. The superiority of the genre has been greatly enhanced, in order to
preserve true footage of the cruelty of the war that the whole nation has
experienced, becoming a precious repository of historical pasts. can not cover.
By the age of twenty, Nguyen Van Thac recorded the hardships in the training
of a rookie on the journey to the battle; Dang Thuy Tram's diary captures the
heroic days of death, in order to win back the lives of the people in extremely
impoverished conditions at Duc Phat clinic; War memorial of Chu Camphong
is the harsh hours on the battlefield, while fighting against the enemy, wrestling
with hunger and malaria and malaria, and so on. life that readers can find only
in the pages of the diary.

How many young and talented intellectuals have devoted themselves to
the battlefield, such as Vi Xuan (Diary of Vi Xuan), Duong Thi Xuan Quy
(Battle Diary), Nguyén Ngoc Tan (Diary Nguyén Ngoc Tons) ... They are
young intellectuals of the new generation, writers, journalists or people with
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rich emotions and characteristics of talented artists. Therefore, in their writings
are always rich in quality literature, romantic, rich internal force, attractive and
compelling readers. It is a legacy that, prior to sacrificing, to the motherland,
before fulfilling its duty to the motherland, the elite children of the nation are
left with time to live, for later generations to understand properly and Cherish a
period of history written by blood and bones and the hard work.

Readers can easily see the beautiful ideals of the era marked in each
diary. The poetry of the times, such as the steel of Ostrovsky, The Living and
the Dead of Simonov, The Golden Bell and Pautovsky's Rainy Sunrise ... have
marked a strong, and was followed in the generation of authors of the war diary.
4.3. Personal ego structure in the battlefield diary

The first common feature that made the unique feature in the war diary
period 1945-1975 was the main character also the ego - the authors who are
young writers or intellectuals directly living and writing on the battlefield. In
them, we can see the hidden corners of the soul, the personal secrets, human
feelings and emotions, but basically, they always show up with special beauty,
the beauty that not any times, any genres can get: it is the talent, the
commitment and the beautiful living ideal, and above all is the passionate love
for the country that do not care about the sacrifice of themselves. From the level
of the structure of the genre, it is possible to see two levels in the individual
human structure of the battlefield diary: the typical individual human and the
non-typical individual human.

4.3.1. The typical individual human in the battlefield diary

There is an important common point in the biographies of the authors of
the war diary period 1945-1975, becoming the dominant factor, creating the
type of author, that they are all talented young intellectuals, trained in the
socialist school for the post-war national construction plan. However, because
of the fierce circumstances and urgent demands of the war of national defense,
they have to stop studying and go ahead on the road to the battle. All of them
are the youths who have great ambition of the era, molded by passionate
patriotism, by the great spiritual values of the times. They have entered the
battlefield, brought in them knowledge, self-esteem, aspirations to commit
themselves, ready to sacrifice for the motherland and for the future of the whole
nation. It can be said, from the specific circumstances, the war diary writer have
been in the same fire, put in his diary both the heart and beautiful ideals of the
era. This is an important feature that creates the appearance of a war diary as a
unique cultural entity.

4.3.2. The non-typical individual human in the battlefield diary

Have the genre characteristic, the main character of the thirty-year war

diary is not built on the basis of unification of psychological aspects and
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personality. The image of the author is restructured during the reception process
mainly on the emotional, mood and field of view of the character level. From
there it can be seen that the images of the diary author in this period are the
soldiers with rich souls, the ordinary individual people with full of happiness,
sadness, love and hate. This is what readers can not see in the fictional literature
of the period 1945-1975 in the North. They appear first as intellectuals engaged
in fierce warfare, tasting and awareness.

To face to the devastation of the war that they are experiencing, the war
diaries recorded the most authentic, touching pages of the pain, the anxiety and
the fear of the author. It really is a world containing secrets, containing the
deepest human part and the most humanity. Face to the deaths that are present
day by day, hour by hour, they can’t escape the fear and anxiety that death can
strike themselves at any moment. Such anxiety and fear became the obsession
in the lonely, distressing world marked in the wartime diaries period 1945-
1975, creating a unique appearance of the author's image.

We also can list a lot of pages that express the sadness, fear, boredom in
the diary of Vu Xuan, Chu Cam Phong, Duong Thi Xuan Quy,... These are
diary lines as filtered out from the tears of the people who rolled around,
engaged in battlefield with the fire bullet and the smoke of bombs. The boys
and girls leave away their loved ones, leave the lecture hall to follow the call of
the motherland, join into the fiercest battlefield, where they lack of all the most
essential things such as rice, food and water, and always face to the death,
danger ... but they do not bother. Although there are still sometimes hesitant,
but quickly our soldiers have recovered the soul, they are always optimistic
overcome the difficulties and believe in the victory of the revolution, of the
leadership of the Party. However, it is precisely from these lines that we
understand more about them, people who know the war is suffering, loss,
sacrifice but they are not afraid to go to war, do not lose their soul, these are the
lively and energetic art form.

4.4. Text structure of the battlefield diary period 1945-1975
4.4.1. Structure of the battlefield diary
4.4.1.1. Limits of free structure

Diary is inherently free in structure. Diary authors are heavily dependent
on the events happening on the day, and above all on the mood of the writer.
This dominance of "genre memory" is also evident in the war diary from 1945
to 1975. Besides that, in extraordinary circumstances, freedom in the structure
Is pushed to the top limit by the harsh scenes of the war. Under normal
conditions, the diary is written depending on the writer's interest and
inspiration, which is less affected by external conditions. Meanwhile, the diaries
written in war fire are always affected by the outside circumstances.
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Meanwhile, the diaries written in the war fire are always affected by the
circumstances. The writers must use all possible time to write, sometimes it is a
break after training, when they are ill and can not go to drill-ground, when the
gun sound stopped after a fierce battle ...

4.4.1.2. The mix of events and personal feelings

Living in the war, living in battle with the rapid changes, from the distant
battlefield to the near battlefield, war diaries are tightly structured to the stream
of events of the battle in different scopes. Participating in the battle with all
level multiple touching, facing daily with the victory and loss, sacrifice; living
in the burning aspirations of peace, reunion and the fear, the broodiness;
witnessed the great or coward, malice actions; ... the war diary period 1945 -
1975 emerged the lines of thinking, true personal feelings of the inner insiders.
4.4.2. Narrative tone and language

The artistic language of the war diary from 1945 to 1975 was rich and
varied, with a variety of linguistic styles. These include the language of living,
the flying literary language, the language of philosophy ... Here, the language is
dominated by the type of author - intellectuals, writers and artists in the North
going to join in the battlefield in the South. On the other hand, it is the artistic
language that contributes significantly to the creation of the author image of the
war diary. They are brave, resilient, full of thirst, and very active, full self-
conscious of their mission in the fierce war. On the linguistic level, the
dominance of the discourse in the central of the era, through the genre
charactistics, is clearly revealed.

The war diary period 1945 - 1975 is highlighted by the heroic tone,
optimism, the trust to the victory of the war and the desire for peace. As we
have mentioned, there are also times of depression, sadness, pain, ... but the
main line of the war diary is still the spirit of optimism and the resilient will to
fight. That made a majestic tone in the war diaries of this period.

In addition to the majestic, optimistic, trust tone, the dying wishing,
willing tone are unique features of the war diary from 1945 to 1975. Facing the
challenges, the hard suffering, the human is very easy to oscillate, even has
discouraged thinking of survival, losses after the war.

Furthermore, in the diaries of the period 1945-1975, also emerged the
tone of anger against the enemy when witnessing the pain of comrades.
Philosophical tone is also an important feature, because war diary authors are
either writers or well-educated intellectuals before entering the battlefield, so in
diary pages, the readers realize philosophical thoughts, often becoming the
advance forecast of the war, the willingness to pay for the victory, the hidden
desires before the reality, etc. Additionally, the anxious and worried tones also
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occur when thinking about the rear, thinking about the lover away, about the
pain and loss of the comrades.

Summary: In Chapter 4, we have demonstrated that the war diary of the
Vietnam War period 1945-1975 is a unique cultural and literary entity. With the
characteristics and strength of the genre are privacy and truth, the war diary
existed silently alongside the mainstream which is fictional and nonfiction
literary discourses bearing epic sound, becomes the place to keep personal
views on the war that has passed. In the extraordinary context of the era, the
war diary inherited genre characteristics that had evolved in the early part of the
century, linked to the modernization of literature and continued movement with
unique artistic features. The return of the war diary from the beginning of the
21st century to the present has created a social effect, a considerable aesthetic
effect that demonstrates a great need in life: the need for continuing awareness,
exploring the fuzzy points of national history, the gaps left by the central
discourse. This is a legitimate need in the context that our people continue the
process of national renovation and international integration deeper and wider.
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CONCLUSION

1. Diary plays an important role in the system of genres and in the
literature life of the world in general, in Vietnam in particular, but in recent
years this genre has not been paid attention to study and unify in concept. With
a really rich, diverse, complex practice, constantly moving, developing through
hundreds of years and have the extensive influence, the diary is the "forgotten™
genre. With its unique and inherent characteristics, the diary is a kind of
potentially creative literature.

2. The model of communication | - me became a foundation strategy that
create characteristics of the diary in comparison with other literary genres.
Because of that particular communication model, the diary became the deeply
private and personal literary genre. In fact, there are diaries written for the
purpose of announcement or publication, and many fictional books are written
in the form of a diary. However, these are special cases that deliberately
exploit the secret, private nature of the diary genre to increase the aesthetic
effect in the fictitious world. At the foundation characteristic, diaries are not
written for publication purposes but for recording events, expressing personal
feelings and moods, and is only for the individual. Because of this private
nature, the diary becomes a discourse membrane filter, eliminating as much as
possible the influence of the central discourse of the era in which the author
lives. It also determines all events, emotions are always governed by the
personal field of view, the interests, emotions and excitement of the writer at
different times. Such personal choices create a special richness appearance of
the diary.

3. Get the truth, on a daily basis to make the core, the diary has shaped
deeply the genre characteristics on the surface of structure, character, and
narrative art. The diary records the events that have just taken place, so it stores
in itself the authenticity of the event and the emotions recorded. Because of the
momentary recording when the event and emotion just happened, the diary only
knows the truth at the exact time, not knows what happens next to the time of
recording. Events and emotions recorded are therefore limited to a specific time
and space, not intended to be arranged according to level similarity. The free,
non-normative nature of the diary creates rules for the creative, active reception
of the reader with countless gaps and whitespace. On the other hand, the daily,
finite nature regulates that the diary is structured in chronological order with
clear dates. This is an important artistic feature, because without defining a
specific recording date, that record immediately loses the characteristic of the
diary.
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4. The research results of the thesis proved that it is suitable with the
special historical and cultural context of the 30 years of war, the diary has a
flourished development in both quantity and quality. When the central
discourses of the war era were supremely aimed at victory, national liberation,
national unity, the refinement became rigorous with the overwhelming epic
sound, all for community, personal voices of hardship, sacrifice, loss have no
chance to appear. In this context, the war diary is a unique voice, preserving the
inner souls of individual human in the heroic but also of hardship, loss, painful
war.

5. Face to the research objects which are complex and large subjects in
the study of social sciences and humanities in general, literature in particular is
the diary, the limit of the work is what we have predicted. However, as we have
limited, the study of diary genre characteristics and war diary in Vietnam period
1945-1975 is an important task that requires the collective effort of many
people, for a long time forward. The problems of reinterpretation of personal
memory, the consciousness of community in modern life; the influence of the
mass media - the representative of the present-day central discourse ... - needs
to be set in separated studies. These are open directions that need to be further
regardful studied, researched from the problems proposed in the thesis.



